
WLSA MLA: General Guidelines, Adapted from Purdue OWL 

For the whole paper… 
• Double-space the text 
• Use Times New Roman, font size 12 
• Set the margins of  your document to 1 inch (2.54 cm) on all sides 
• Indent the first line of  each paragraph .5 inch (1.27 cm) 
• Create a header in the upper right-hand corner, one-half  inch from the top and flush with the right margin 

• This header should have your last name and the page number, e.g. “Smith 4” 
• Use italics for the titles of  longer works (books, albums, etc.) and quotes for shorter works (poems, songs, etc.) 
• Include in-text citations whenever you refer to a source (see below) 
• Include a separate works cited page at the end (see below) 
• Your use of  correct MLA formatting will be included as a factor in your final grade, at the discretion of  your teacher.

For the first page 
• In the upper left-hand corner of  the first page, list your name, your instructor’s name, the course, and the date.  

• The date should be in this format: “20 March 2018” 
• Center the title on its own line. Do not underline, italicize, or place your title in quotation marks 
• If  you reference a work in your title, use appropriate quotes / italics for that work. 
• Write the title in Title Case (standard capitalization), not in all capital letters.

In-text citations 
• When you use a source (e.g. for a quote, a paraphrase, an idea, or a piece of  information), you generally must note both the 

author and the page number.  To do so, you have two options: 

Option 1: Author in sentence, page number in parentheses 

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a “spontaneous overflow of  powerful feelings” (263). 

Option 2: Author and page number in parentheses 

Romantic poetry is characterized by the “spontaneous overflow of  powerful feelings” (Wordsworth 263). 

• If  these guidelines do not apply in your case, search for your answer on the Purdue OWL.

Works cited page 
• Create a separate works cited page at the end of  the paper 
• Label this page “Works Cited” and center the title 
• Order your entries alphabetically by author’s last name 
• If  an entry takes up more than one line, indent the second line 
• For a book, use the following: Last Name, First Name. Title of  Book. Publisher, Publication Date. 

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. Penguin, 1987. 

• For a website, use the following examples as a guide, depending on your source type and the information available            
(1. Website with author, 2. Website without author, 3. Article from online database (e.g. JSTOR)): 
  
 Lundman, Susan. “How to Make Vegetarian Chili.”  

 eHow, www.ehow.com/how_10727_make-vegetarian-chili.html. Accessed 6 July 2015. 

 “Athlete's Foot - Topic Overview.” WebMD, 25 Sept. 2014,  
  www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/tc/athletes-foot-topic-overview. 

 Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical Journal, vol. 50,   
  no. 1, 2007, pp. 173-96. ProQuest, doi:10.1017/S0018246X06005966. Accessed 27 May 2009.

For more information 
• Refer to Purdue OWL (https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_style_introduction.html) with 

further questions. 
• Your teacher may give special instructions for specific assignments.  In these cases, listen to your teacher.
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